
CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING, April 29, 2013 

 

 

A Special Workshop Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, 

Missouri was held on Monday, April 29, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council 

Chambers, at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor James J. Beck, 

Council Members Ed Notter, Camille Greenwald, Rick Vilcek, Michael Jones, Rob 

Jacknewitz, Megan Moylan, Connie Williams and Matt Casey. Also present were 

Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney, and Sara Fox, Finance 

Director. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

Bill No. 5364, as amended; vote  

Designates a certain tract of land in the  

City of Richmond Heights, Mo as a “blighted area”; 

approves the Development Plan submitted for that area; 

designates the Development Plan as the Master Plan for 

such area and authorizes certain actions in connection  

therewith and contains a severability clause. 

 

Mayor Beck called for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5364, as amended, which was 

held over for the final vote today as there were a few minor changes to the Bill since 

its first reading on April 1, 2013.   

 

Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion for approval of Bill 5364, as 

amended.   AYES:  Mr. Casey, Ms. Williams, Mr. Jacknewitz, Mr. Vilcek, Ms. 

Greenwald, Mr. Jones, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter and Mayor Beck.  NAYS:  None.  

Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5364, as amended, approved.   

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Discussion; 

Library Board of Trustees Letter 

April 16, 2013 

 

Council discussed the April 16, 2013 letter received from the Richmond Heights 

Memorial Library Board of Trustees. 

 

Mayor Beck stated he was concerned the intentions of the Library Board of Trustees 

to set their tax rate and filing those rates separately from the City’s other tax rates.  

Mayor Beck stated he is concerned about a non-elected body enacting a tax. 

 



Mr. Vilcek stated he had the same concerns as the Mayor; would prefer that those 

setting the tax rates be an elected body. 

 

Ms. Greenwald asked if this was considered a “best practices” for libraries as it was 

noted that surrounding communities with libraries are structured as requested in the 

Board’s letter. 

 

Members of the Library Board in attendance at the meeting voiced their opinion to 

the Council, stating the Board wants to follow fellow national “best practices”. 

 

Members of the Library Board stated in their opinion, if the Library Board makes its 

own budget, they should have a say in the revenue setting and feels the split tax rate 

(as rates would be shown separately from the City) would provide the taxpayers with 

more transparency.  

 

Mr. Notter stated he felt only elected persons should enact taxes because they are 

accountable to taxpayers. 

 

Ms. Williams stated she felt if other municipalities do not have a problem with this 

practice, why should we. 

 

Mayor stated he was uncomfortable with a future scenario of an appointed body 

asking tax payers for an increase in a tax rate, especially if the City would have an 

issue on the ballot as well. 

 

Council discussed if the matter should be discussed in closed session to get a legal 

opinion from the City Attorney. 

 

Mr. Heinz stated that rather than the Council going into a closed session at the present 

meeting, he would like time to get more information to the Council and distribute an 

opinion prior to a closed discussion at a future meeting. 

 

FY 2013-2014 Budget 

 

City Manager Amy Hamilton presented to the Council a Draft Budget for Fiscal Year 

2013-2014. 

 

Council discussed mosquito control issues and whether the City should continue with 

St. Louis County providing the spray service, share services with City of Brentwood, 

or purchase equipment and do the spraying ourselves. 

 

Council discussed, among other topics, health care costs increases, Library space 

rental and costs, CTS project, personnel salaries and retirement issues, sewer lateral 

funding, city hall sign and sally port and the City's efforts to continue to maintain the 

quality City services residents currently receive while maintaining a balanced budget. 

 



With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 10:05 p.m., 

Mr.Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

_____________________________ 

PATRICIA S. VILLMER       

DEPUTY CITY CLERK       

 

____________ 

APPROVED  

 

 

 


